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into the conception of solidity, as happens with the stereoscope. Thus we find that the earliest events in a child's mental life are the coalescence into groups of some of the previously isolated elements of consciousness. The sensational sea, from being entirely liquid, begins to solidify. The sensations no longer move among themselves with perfect freedom and disorder; many of them have become coherent; they have solidified, and begin to be recognized as matter.
With increasing " knowledge" the little clusters of sensations continually swell; new properties of matter are u discovered"; until at length we reach the learning of the physicist, whose conception of matter is associated with an infinitely greater diversity of properties than is dreamt of by the child. In the infant's mind, matter has at first, perhaps, only two properties, colour and resistance. Only two sensations are loosely combined together. In the physicist's mind, the properties of matter are numberless. It is divided up into molecules and atoms, too small by a millionfold to be perceived by any microscope, and these are divided up again into particles still smaller. That is to say, the number of sensations, or possible sensations, bound together in the physicist's mind under the title of matter show little trace of the humble origin from which they started to evolve.
We thus reach a justification to some extent of philosophical idealism. Idealism insists upon the fact that the entire knowledge and experience of adults is purely psychical, just as is undoubtedly the case with the baby. The adults knowledge of matter, like that of the baby, is gained only through sense-impressions, and the perceptions and inferences drawn from them. And there is no great alteration in the quantity or variety of the impressions which affect him. His more advanced nervous organization may allow him to see a greater variety of colours, to hear a greater variety of sounds, or to feel a greater variety of tactual impressions. But the advance in mental organization is altogether out of proper-